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Spring has sprung! Another winter hibernating in our layout 

rooms is coming to an end, and nice weather heralds the 

beginning of outdoor activities. For some that may mean a 

reduction in hobby activities, but it can also mean that we can 

finish a few projects. Personally, I like to airbrush outside on 

warm, sunny, barely breezy days. It’s also far more fun to cut 

lumber for benchwork when my garage is in the 70s, instead of 

in the 30s. And don’t forget that railfanning your favorite chunk 

of the Nickel Plate Road, or chasing 765 as she races from one 

excursion to the next, is also a proper use of “hobby time”. 

 

 
Alex and Ember Breyer explore the abandoned CGW right of way near 

our house, on the first weekend of spring 2019. Warmer weather means 

more hiking and railfanning! 

 

Happy Nickel Plate Modeling, 
 

RAY 
(ON THE COVER: NKP 759 digs into the 2.5% grade outside of 

Dawson WV, on one of her lesser-known excursions in the 1970s. 

Allen McClelland photo and modeling) 
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 NKPHTS COMPANY STORE 
MODELS FOR SALE 

HO Scale Model Kits 
 
Accurail NKP 60000-series Wooden Reefer MOTY 2018         $26.95 

 
(two road numbers available)  

 
Accurail NKP MOW 36' Wooden Boxcar MOTY 2017          $22.95 

     
(two road numbers available) 
 
Accurail NKP 40’ Double Door Boxcar (former W&LE car)       $14.00 

 
 
Accurail NKP 36’ Fowler Boxcar (former TStL&W car)              $14.00 

 
 
Accurail NKP Panel Side Two Bay Hopper                            $14.00 

 
Accurail W&LE Two Bay Hopper in 1920s Paint                          $14.00

 
Accurail W&LE Three Bay Hopper in 1940s paint                       $14.00 

 
Model prices do not include shipping & handling 

To order, please visit the NKPHTS Company Store website! 

 

 

NKPHTS COMPANY STORE 
MODELS FOR SALE 

   
HO Scale Steam Decals          $8.00 

 
Full sheet of decals, printed by Microscale. Enough to fully letter 
seven NKP steam engines of 35 different classes, from the 1917-
1958 period. 
 
Bachmann NKP Baqy Window Caboose                                     $39.00 

 
 

O Scale Models 
O Scale 40-Foot Steel Boxcar in 2- and 3-Rail Versions        $68.00 

 
O Scale Lead Truck for NKP Berkshire Models $30.00 

 
O Scale NKP 2-8-2 Decal Set   $11.00 

 
Model prices do not include shipping & handling 

To order, please visit the NKPHTS Company Store website! 

 

 

https://nkphts-shop.myshopify.com/collections/models
https://nkphts-shop.myshopify.com/collections/models
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The NKPHTS Model of the Year 2018; Still Available! 
 

 
GARX-NKP wood reefer 60221 was found and photographed in a farmer's field in Michigan by NKPHTS member Bob Albert in 
1998. Although the car was deemed beyond salvaging as a museum exhibit, you now have a chance to own an HO scale tribute 
to this car in the form of a custom-decorated plastic car kit from Accurail. One kit costs $26.99 plus shipping and handling; two 
kits cost $50.00 plus S&H. Decals to renumber additional kits are available from Accurail. Only 100 kits have been produced as 
the NKPHTS 2018 Model of the Year, so don't let the model disappear like its prototype did before you order yours! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Nickel Plate RPOs Now Available 
 

 
 

The NKPHTS is pleased to offer a limited number of HO scale Walthers Proto passenger cars that are very 
similar in appearance to NKP RPO/Baggage cars in the 830-832 series.  The Walthers models are unlettered 
but pre-painted Pullman green & black. To accompany the cars the NKPHTS has commissioned custom 
decals specific to these prototype cars; modelers will need to add the lettering to the models. 
 
These models are available through the NKPHTS Company Store now, and retail for $84.95. Quantities are 
EXTREMELY limited, so order today! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://nkphts-shop.myshopify.com/collections/models/products/ho-scale-nkp-baggage-rpo
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O Scale GP7 and GP9 Models 

 
Sunset Models is now taking reservations for a new line of EMD road switchers.  Featuring all new tooling and QSI 
sound and DCC, these models will be available in either two or three rail versions. MSRP for either engine is $699.95, 
with delivery due some time in 2020. Production levels will be based on preorders, so place your orders now. 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two New HO Freight Cars From Accurail 

 
     

Accurail continues to support Nickel Plate modeling with two new releases for 2019. Kit #1166 is a Clover Leaf 
Fowler-type boxcar, and kit #37704 is a three pack of “Alphabet route” P&WV gondolas. The boxcar retails for 
$18.98, and the three car gondola set for $55.98. Both kits are due out before the end of May 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NKP Diesels from Bowser Still on Track 
Per a recent note on Bowser’s website, they have taken care of their Chinese factory issues, and are back in 
production. That’s good news for Nickel Plate modelers since they have two pending HO scale diesel releases: RS-
3’s and DS-4-4-1000’s. 

 
 

The RS-3 models aren’t anticipated until January 2020, and Bowser is still taking preorders for them. Delivery of 
the DS-4-4-1000s is anticipated this May, so order them now before they’re gone. 

 
 

 

 

W&LE Hoppers in HO From Athearn 

     
Just announced by Athearn is a new run of HO scale offset side triple hoppers, including ones lettered for the 
W&LE. Athearn is releasing these RTR models with NINE different road numbers, as a single car release and as two 
different four packs. MSRP for the single car is $34.98, while the four packs are both 129.98. Delivery for these cars 
is expected in February 2020, and Athearn is accepting preorders now. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.3rdrail.com/
http://www.3rdrail.com/reservation.html#GP79
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1100.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/3700.htm
http://www.bowser-trains.com/index.html
http://www.bowser-trains.com/new/rs3.html
http://www.bowser-trains.com/new/ds4410002017.html
http://www.athearn.com/
http://www.athearn.com/Search/Default.aspx?SearchTerm=40%27+3-Bay+Offset+Hopper+RTR&CatID=THRF
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JOIN THE NICKEL PLATE ROAD HISTORICAL & 

TECHNICAL SOCIETY TODAY! 

 
 

Founded in 1966, the Nickel Plate Road 

Historical & Technical Society is 

America’s only rail-history organization 

dedicated solely to preserving the history 

and legacy of the Nickel Plate Road and its 

predecessors. 

 The Society publishes a quarterly 

magazine, maintains an award-winning 

website at NKPHTS.org, provides 

stewardship of a major archive of historical 

material at the Western New York Railway Historical 

Society, and offers numerous member programs and 

projects, including an annual convention 

 As a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, financial 

donations and contributions of historical photos, 

documents, and ephemera are tax-deductible and always 

appreciated. 

 The Purpose of the NKPHTS is to maintain an 

association of persons interested in the former New York, 

Chicago & St. Louis Railroad (Nickel Plate Road), and to 

obtain, preserve, and distribute information and material 

related to the former Nickel Plate Road, its predecessors, 

and lessees. It shall be the intent of the corporation to 

promote, support, and preserve the historic legacy of the 

Nickel Plate Road through the creation of programs 

designed to be of benefit and service to its members, as 

well as to assist qualified, non-profit museums, libraries, 

rail groups, and historical organizations, either financially 

or technically, in the preservation, conservation, and/or 

collection of material, equipment, and memorabilia relating 

to the railroad and its predecessors. 

 The original Nickel Plate Road Historical & 

Technical Society was formed in Lafayette, Indiana in 

1966. The NKPHTS was incorporated in the state of Ohio 

in 1972 as a non-profit, non-stock corporation organized 

for educational purposes. We are recognized as a 501(c)(3) 

organization by the Internal Revenue Service, so all 

contributions of material and money are tax deductible. 

Information on donating money and materials to the 

NKPHTS may be found on our website.  

 The NKPHTS publishes a quarterly magazine 

devoted to the history of the Nickel Plate Road, Lake Erie 

& western, Wheeling & Lake Erie, and the Toledo, St. 

Louis & Western (Clover Leaf) railroads. Included from 

time to time are articles on modeling the Nickel Plate, 

current status of Nickel Plate facilities and 

rolling stock, and other railroads’ joint 

operation with the Nickel Plate. The 

magazine is printed in color, on high-quality 

gloss paper and is generously illustrated 

with photos and maps. Occasional 

newsletters are provided to keep members 

informed of current Society events and 

news, along with timely updates and/or 

supplements to the magazine. 

 For over twenty-five years the NKPHTS has 

published an annual calendar with fourteen high-quality 

photographs of the NKP, TStL&W, LE&W and W&LE 

railroads. 

 From time to time the Society has embarked on a 

limited run offering of a special project. These have 

included timetable reprints, lithographs, books and scale 

models. 

 The staff of the Nickel Plate Road Historical & 

Technical Society is all-volunteer and its business is 

conducted largely by mail and email. The membership has 

an opportunity to meet each year at our annual convention, 

which is held in a Nickel Plate city. These meetings include 

displays, model railroad tours, swap and sale tables, slide, 

movie and video sessions, and tours of rail facilities. A 

general business meeting and banquet are the highlights of 

these weekends, where the Society’s officers are elected 

and important business is handled. 

 Our Society also offers numerous internet and 

online-based activities free of charge to all of its members. 

We have an extensive website at NKPHTS.org which 

displays information, photos, documents, and Society news. 

We have a “Members Area” which can only be accessed 

by current members of the Society and which contains 

many items of interest, including Howard W. Ameling’s 

collection of 5,000-plus Nickel Plate Road photos. 

Members with an email address receive a monthly E-List 

Newsletter with the latest Society information and various 

articles of interest to NKP fans. A new initiative is the 

online publication of a quarterly magazine devoted to 

modeling the NKP, the Nickel Plate Road Modeler’s 

Notebook. The Society also hosts an online discussion 

forum on Yahoo Groups. You will also find us on 

YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter. 

 
 

 

http://www.nkphts.org/
http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/
http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/
http://www.nkphts.org/mag/index.html
http://www.nkphts.org/elist.html
http://www.nkphts.org/calendar/index.html
http://www.nkphts.org/convention/
http://www.nkphts.org/
http://www.nkphts.org/members/
http://www.nkphts.org/elist.html
http://www.nkphts.org/elist.html
http://nkphts.org/modelersnotebook/
http://nkphts.org/modelersnotebook/
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/NKPHTS-members/conversations/messages
https://www.youtube.com/user/nickelplateroad
https://www.facebook.com/nkphts
https://twitter.com/nkphts/


2019 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

PRIVACY POLICY:  The Nickel Plate Road Historical & Technical Society maintains a general policy whereby it does not 
sell or offer membership information to any other group or individual for any purpose.  However, information from this 
application form and subsequent renewal forms may be used for internal purposes by the Society.  If you wish to NOT 
have your name or information about you used for NKPHTS business or internal communications, please check this box:  

OTHER RAIL ORGANIZATIONS TO WHICH YOU BELONG:

        NICKEL PLATE HISTORY       NKP PROTOTYPE PRESERVATION/RESTORATION
 NICKEL PLATE MODELING       COLLECTING & PRESERVATION OF NKP MEMORABILIA

THIS FORM IS FOR NEW MEMBERSHIPS ONLY AND SHOULD NOT TO BE USED FOR RENEWALS OR REINSTATEMENTS NKPHTS M-02.19

Date Rec'd          Membership Number              Authorized By

I hereby apply for admission into the Nickel Plate Road Historical & Technical Society.

DATE     SIGNATURE

PLEASE RATE YOUR INTEREST IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS ON A SCALE OF ONE TO TEN
(One Being The Lowest Level Of Interest And Ten Being The Highest)

A separate form must be  
submitted for each individual 
applying for membership. 
Please answer all questions 
and remit the necessary 
dues with the application 
form.  Incomplete forms 
and/or incorrect dues will 
necessitate the return of 
the application form to the 
applicant and will cause a 
delay in processing of the 
membership.  

• PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT IN INK •

NKPHTS MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
PO BOX 138 • BUCKLIN, MO 64631-0138

NAME                                                  DATE OF BIRTH

ADDRESS                                     CITY           STATE      ZIP  CODE

TELEPHONE                      EMAIL                    OCCUPATION    

  (First)        (Middle Initial)               ( Last)

(         )         -
  (Area Code First)                Physician, artist, mechanic,
                     salesperson, retired, etc.  
 
RECOMENDED BY           WHERE DID YOU FIRST HEAR ABOUT THE NKPHTS?

Organized: 1966   Incorporated: 1972

IF YOU ARE A MODELER OR TRAIN COLLECTOR, WHAT IS YOUR PRIMARY SCALE/GAUGE OF INTEREST?

The NKPHTS Membership Year is from October 17th thru October 16th. The membership fee payable with this application is for the standard 
membership year beginning October 17th, and will not be pro-rated.  All applications received after August 15th will be processed for the next 
membership year unless specific instructions to the contrary are given by the applicant. Please do not send dues for more than one year. We 
will accept payment for only the current year's membership. Member benefits for the membership new year become available on October 17th, 
except for the Nickel Plate Road Magazine, the first issue of which is delivered in early January.

By signing this form, a new member applicant agrees to subscribe to the purposes and principles of the Nickel Plate Road Historical & Technical 
Society and further agrees to comply with the policies and regulations of the Society.  

MEMBERSHIP TYPE  2018 ANNUAL  
      DUES

Send Check Or Money Order, Payable To: 
NKPHTS

Check One

CONTRIBUTING  $ 70.00
Includes Annual Calendar  
 
BASIC  US & Canada  $ 40.00
PATRON   $140.00
Includes calendar and First Class Mailing
INTERNATIONAL  $ 60.00
Includes International First Class Mailing

Optional First Class Mail Delivery Add:
$10.00 US or $14.00 Canada
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2019 NKPHTS CONVENTION Chuck Klein, Chair 
 

 

October 10-12, 2019 
Ramada Inn Fort Wayne Hotel and Convention Center  

305 East Washington Center Rd. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4406 

Phone: (260) 484-0411 
Website 

  

 

Greetings Fellow Nickel Platers: 

This year's 2019 Convention is going to be held at the Ramada Inn Fort Wayne Hotel and Convention Center in 
Fort Wayne, IN on Thursday, October 10th, Friday, October 11th, and Saturday, October 12th, 2019. This 
Convention will pay tribute to those who put the Number 765 back onto the rails. 
 
The Convention will bring us up close to Berkshire Number 765. We will 
visit the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society, home of Number 765. 
We will take a look at some of the other rolling stock they have and the 
status of their NKP SD9 that they have been restoring. 
We are putting together some interesting programs, and are especially 
looking forward to this year's model display. We will have the NKPHTS 
Company Store open during the convention, as well as a variety of 
vendors. Please bring your items for the Silent Auction. 
 
The tour to the FWRHS will be on Friday the 11th. We will board buses at 
9:30 A.M. and return to the hotel at 1:00 P.M. Saturday will bring the annual membership meeting, which is 
open to all members whether they are attending the Convention or not. The Convention Committee is also 
lining up some home layout visits. 
 
The Saturday evening banquet will be at the Ramada Inn. The Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society will 
present a program. The 2020 Convention Committee will give a short program on what is in store for the 2020 
Convention in the Cincinnati, OH area. 
 
In August you can start reserving your rooms at the Ramada Inn. Double and king beds will be $88 per 
night. Just mention the Nickel Plate Society Convention for the room rate. 
 
See everyone in October. 
Chuck Klein - Standing Convention Committee Chairman 

 
Quick Convention Links: 
CONVENTION REGISTRATION 
RAMADA INN FT. WAYNE HOTEL & CONVENTION CENTER 
FT. WAYNE RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MODEL DISPLAY ENTRY FORM 
PHOTO DISPLAY ENTRY FORM 
 

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/ramada/fort-wayne-indiana/ramada-plaza-fort-wayne-hotel-and-conference-center/overview/
https://fortwaynerailroad.org/
http://www.nkphts.org/convention/NKPHTS_2019_CONVENTION_REGISTRATION.pdf
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/ramada/fort-wayne-indiana/ramada-plaza-fort-wayne-hotel-and-conference-center/overview
https://fortwaynerailroad.org/
http://www.nkphts.org/convention/modeldisplayentryform.pdf
http://www.nkphts.org/convention/photodisplayentryform.pdf


NKPHTS 2019 NATIONAL CONVENTION 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 

OCTOBER 10, 11, AND 12, 2019 
HOTEL:  RAMADA INN FORT WAYNE HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER 

305 E. WASHINGTON CENTER ROAD 
FORT WAYNE, IN 45825 
PHONE: (260) 484-0411 

TO GET AN $88.00 PER NIGHT SPECIAL ROOM RATE, CALL (260) 484-0411 AND MENTION “NICKEL PLATE 
CONVENTION”. 

NAME__________________________________ MEMBERSHIP NO. ______________________ 

ADDRESS__________________________ CITY_________________STATE______ ZIP_________ 

PHONE ___________________________ EMAIL ______________________________________ 

BADGE NAME(S) _________________________ 

NOTE:  MUST BE REGISTERED TO PARTICIPATE IN TOUR AND BANQUET. THOSE REGISTERED BY SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 
ARE ELIGIBLE TO WIN A $25.00 DINNER GIFT CARD AT THE HOTEL. 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR CHOICE(S) OF BANQUET ENTREES:  CHICKEN ________ BEEF________ 

• MEMBER REGISTRATION     $45.00 _____________ 
• MEMBER SPOUSE/ASSOCIATE REGISTRATION  $35.00 _____________ 
• NON-MEMBER REGISTRATION (INCLUDES 1 YEAR DUES) $85.00 _____________ 
• SATURDAY BANQUET COST PER PERSON – HOW MANY? ___ $37.00 _____________ 
• VENDOR TABLES      $15.00 _____________ 
• REGISTRATION COST AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2019  $10.00 EACH ________ 
• FRIDAY TOUR TO FT. WAYNE R.R HISTORICAL SOCIETY $25.00 EACH ________ 
• CHILDREAN AGE 12 AND UNDER – HOW MANY? ___  FREE 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE ENCLOSED:    $__________________ 

TO ENSURE PROPER ROOM AND/OR AVAILABLE SEATING PLEASE INDICATE AND CHECK WHICH EVENTS YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO ATTEND: 

_______ FORT WAYNE RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOUR _______ MODEL RAILROAD TOURS 
_______ MODEL OR PHOTO EXHIBIT _______ PROVIDING AUCTION ITEMS  

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO NKPHTS 2019 AND MAIL RETURN FORMS TO: 

NKPHTS 2019 CONVENTION 
11531 BARRINGTON BLVD. 
PARMA HEIGHTS, OH  44130 
PHONE NO. (440) 212-3957 

Page �8
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NKP 759 on the V&O 
Photos by Allen McClelland 

 
Nickel Plate Road 759, star of the early steam railfan excursion movement, was restored in 1968 by Ross 
Rowland to haul the Golden Spike Centennial Limited, celebrating 100 years since the opening of the 
Transcontinental Railroad at Promontory, Utah. After returning home to Vermont from its trip to Omaha, 759 
made a series of excursions up and down the East Coast. One of the lesser known trips involved making a 
second transcontinental journey, running along some of the smaller Class One railroads across the country, 
raising awareness and goodwill for an increasingly troubled industry. 
 
Noted railroad photographer W. Allen McClelland was trackside during the start of 759’s journey in 1970, as 
she tackled the curves and grades of the Virginian & Ohio Railroad. 
 

 
 
759 gives the sound recording fans in the baggage car their money’s worth, digging into the 2.5% grade outside 
of Fullerton, OH. Soon they’ll get an eyeful too, as the big Berkshire ducks into one of the many tunnels of the 
V&O and covers them in cinders. 
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Just east of Dawson Spring, 759 made an emergency stop to repair a sticking brake shoe on one of the trailing 
Pullmans. This gave Allen a chance to catch up to the train and compose this study of the engine’s front end. 
 

 
Quickly repairing the ailing Pullman, 759’s crew got back underway. Allen next caught up  

with the train tackling the sharp curves and short but steep grades around Sandy Summit. 
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Allen caught 759 and her train one last time, seen here crossing Kelly’s Creek near Elm Grove. 

 
Post Script: Tony Koester adds a little background to these photos. 
 
The Berk model was my second PFM S-2, to which I added a cold-water pump on the trailing truck, AHM 
Berkshire flying number boards to replace the UP/SP style that came on the model, and a Cary Mars light. I 
believe I also raised the headlight to the boiler centerline.  
 
The whole idea behind these photos was to create an excuse for RMC, which I edited then, to visit or revisit 
some of the top model railroads in the country by running a fan trip over them with 759. The first stop of the 
trip was at Allen McClelland's Virginian & Ohio, hence these photos. I believe there was also a color cover 
photo. The engine also visited Jim Payne's Durham & Southern and Bill McClanahan's Texas & Rio Grande 
Western. It also visited some famous railroads in the West before it came home. I checked an index, and it 
appears the article these images were intended for ran in the March 1970 issue of RMC; that issue was 
produced less than a year after I arrived at RMC's doorstep. 
 
 



Nickel Plate Road Modeler’s Notebook           Volume 32, April 2019                                      Page 13 
 

 

The Nickel Plate Across Central Indiana 
By Charley Goddard 

 
Train #9 runs westward towards Charleston and St. Louis on Charlie Goddard’s Indiana-themed NKP layout. 

 It’s daylight right now, so #9 is running REALLY late. 
 
The Modeler’s Notebook editor has been bugging me for some time for a few photos of my version of the 
Nickel Plate’s Lake Erie & Western District layout, so here are a few views of my long a-building, but far from 
finished version of the Nickel Plate "Across Central Indiana”. 
 
My layout begins in the West with the Clover Leaf’s 3rd Sub and LE&W District’s Peoria Divisions as staging 
areas with a reversing loop, and proceeds some twelve feet to the west end of Frankfort Yards.  

   
West end staging on Charlie’s layout can hold up to a dozen trains from Peoria and St. Louis, and includes a 

handy balloon track which makes turning trains for re-use a snap. 
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Heading east past Frankfort yard we pass the Frankfort roundhouse, Monon interchange and crossing, and the 
Pennsy interchange crossing.  

  
The Frankfort ice house and most of the engine facilities are in place, but scenery is still largely in the “barely 

there” phase. The spray cans far behind the ice house are placeholders for the Swift soybean plant. 
 

 
Frankfort’s large roundhouse is a focal point on Charlie’s layout. Taking a tip from several other large layouts, 
the roundhouse has been modeled as a cutaway, making viewing and operations inside the building simple. 

 
From here the main line follows the LE&W District up a helix (beneath the stairs) out through the steps to 
Tipton Yard (which I’ve flipped in order to be able to more easily work the yard), and a crossing of the I.M.C. 
Division with interchange. The main line heads past a passing siding and elevator at Hobbs, then on to Muncie. 
After Muncie is the East End staging and another reverse loop above the helix to represent traffic from Lima. 

   
The main heads out of Frankfort and towards a helix hidden under the stairs.  

It then exits into Tipton yard on the upper level. 
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My layout room is 34’ x 12.5'.  My ambition exceeds my space and modeling speed, and my re-entry to the 
hobby was inspired by Tony's and Don's features in Model Railroader in 1996. I started building this layout a 
couple of years later. Don Daily became a good friend a visited me a couple of times, giving me some ideas 
which improved the operations on the layout. 

 
The east side of Tipton features a live interchange with the NKP’s IMC Division. A small staging yard is hidden 

behind the backdrop to allow IMC trains to “go somewhere”. 
 

The era is 1953, the year of my high school graduation. Sadly by them I was no longer paying attention to the 
railroads, so some details are a little ‘fuzzy’. I did try to be a photographer in college, but didn't have an artistic 
eye. Worse yet, I didn't take a single photograph of trains except for my 4x8 Lionel outfit. 
 
Layout progress has been slow, but steady, and trains do run well. This is a fall and winter hobby for me; I 
pretty much shut down the railroad in the summer to work on collector cars. 

 
Muncie and “points East staging” are the uppermost part of the layout. Still being roughed in, at least the main 

line is fully operational, allowing Charlie to make full runs across his division of the Nickel Plate Road. 
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MODELER’S REFERENCE 
Perdueville IL Depot as a Paper Model 

 

 
 

Building a prototype-specific layout 

is a fun but oftentimes time -

consuming project that usually takes 

years to “complete”. Sometimes, we 

need to find tricks, cheats, and 

shortcuts to get our layouts 

anywhere close to being finished. To 

get structures onto your layouts 

quickly paper placeholders are the 

way to go. And with color printers 

readily available, it’s easy to make 

these mockups look as presentable 

as possible. 

 

This month’s paper model is of the 

Nickel Plate’s depot at Perdueville, 

IL. Built by the LE&W in the 1890s, 

this structure mostly served as an 

office for the local agent, handling 

local grain and stock traffic from 

that part of central Illinois. Smaller 

than most NKP-build wood depots, 

the building is perfect for the 

western mainlines and layout scenes 

with little space available. 

 

This paper models is full size for HO 

scale. To print it for other scales, 

adjust the printer output size as 

follows: 

 

O scale – 1.815 %  (you may need a 

few sheets of paper, or Ledger size) 

S scale – 1.361 % 

TT scale - .726 % 

N scale - .544 % 

Z scale - .396 % 
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THE FIRST CAR CARRIERS 
Modeling the Nickel Plate’s 17000-17199 Series Automobile Boxcars 

By Ray Breyer 

 
 

Transporting new automobiles has been an important revenue source for railroads since the first Oldsmobiles 

began rolling off the production lines in Lansing in 1901.The first autos made in the United States were built in 

relatively small numbers as luxury items, so any that were shipped by rail could easily be handled in existing 

furniture-carrying boxcars. By the time that Ford’s Model T was introduced in 1908, automobile shipments has 

increased enough, and were profitable enough, that railroads began building boxcars optimized for hauling 

automobiles: larger side doors, sometimes end doors, and sometimes even moveable decks for multi-tier vehicle 

loading were all standard features in these specialized pieces of freight-carrying equipment by 1910. 

 
NKP 1593 (right) and a Michigan Central flat car team up to move export Chryslers to port in Newark NJ, in 1926.  

Moving automobiles by flat car, as the inset photo shows, wasn’t at all unusual in early railroading, at least until a  

sufficient number of dedicated automobile carriers could be built.        Both photos DL&W Archives, Steamtown NPS 
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The New York Central, onetime parent to the Nickel Plate, built early auto carrying cars in huge numbers. In 

1901 the road had 900 long furniture-carrying boxcars that could handle the then-meagre vehicle traffic. But 

between 1905 and 1910 the railroad built 12,450 dedicated automobile boxcars, and another 17,000 between 

1911 and the beginning of World War One (including 6,500 all-steel cars, which at the time was the largest 

single group of all-steel boxcars running in the United States). No new car carriers were built during the war 

and USRA control of the railroads, but between 1922 and the beginning of the Great Depression the NYC built 

another 10,000 auto boxcars, all of which were all-steel. 

 
NYC&HR 102796, built by ACF in early 1910, was one of 8,450 similar 38-foot automobile boxcars built for the NYC that year.  

Built at the same time as the NKP 17000s, and of similar overall dimensions, these cars were actually more modern than  

the NKP’s cars, which were of all-wood construction.               ACF builder’s photo, Al Westerfield collection. 

 

The Nickel Plate, not having much online manufacturing (relative to other roads), never owned a furniture 

boxcar, so missed out on much of the early automobile-carrying traffic. By 1909 large-scale car production 

plants has been built all over the Great Lakes, and the NKP wanted in on the action. Automobile ladings were 

growing at an enormous rate: within 15 years of the first Model Ts rolling out of Ford’s Piquette Avenue 

factory automobiles accounted for over 1.8 million carloads, or five and a half percent of all freight carloads 

carried in 1924. On the Nickel Plate automobile tonnage was increasing on the railroad, from 10,000 tons in 

1908 to 15,000 tons in 1910, and was projected to grow even more quickly in the coming years (in 1924, actual 

automobile tonnage carried was over 468,000). Clearly the railroad needed automobile-carrying boxcars in its 

roster! 

 
NKP 17094 rolls through South Whitley Indiana shortly after being built. The train is passing another Nickel Plate boxcar,  

one of the several thousand also-new 25000-series cars that the 17000s were based on.        Ray Breyer collection. 
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The early years of the Nickel Plate saw the railroad starved for traffic and equipment by parent New York 

Central, as the NKP was purchased mostly to eliminate competition. That changed in 1908 as traffic was 

increasing across the railroad industry and the NKP mainline was utilized to take some of the pressure off of the 

Lake Shore & Michigan Southern’s mainline. The NKP saw a much-needed influx of brand new equipment 

between 1908 and 1910, including 7,000 new freight cars. The new cars included 4,300 then-modern boxcars in 

the 25000-series that were larger than anything else owned by the railroad, and would be the largest single 

group of “identical” freight cars the Nickel Plate would ever own. In 1910 the NKP would also take delivery of 

200 more of these cars, this time modified slightly as automobile boxcars. 

 
Several of the new Nickel Plate boxcars team up to move freight, in this unmarked photo from just before WWI. 

The lineup includes two cars of the 25000 series and two from the 17000s.         Howard Ameling collection. 

 

Like the 25000s, the 17000-17199 series automobile boxcars would be built by Haskell & Barker, in their 

Michigan City, Indiana shops. The cars were identical to the 25000s, with the exception of a 9’ wide door 

opening on both sides of the car, covered by 6’ and 3’ wide double doors. Delivered in July 1910, the cars 

immediately began moving both automobiles and general freight across the country, although as specialized 

equipment they generally stuck close to home rails. One car was quickly modified by the railroad by adding 

wooden end doors, to handle occasional large, expensive vehicles like buses and fire trucks (this car was 

renumbered 28055, and retained its 9’ wide side doors). 

 

Within only a few years the cars would be outdated. The 17000s and 25000s were built to a 1905 NYC&HR 

standard car design which was for a large-bodied boxcar of all-wood construction. The cars were an economical 

addition to the NKP roster, but by 1910 the NYC mechanical department had introduced even larger and 

stronger cars which they were building by the tens of thousands. Between 1910 and 1916 the NYC also began 

building  40-foot-long auto boxcars, of both double sheathed wood and all-steel construction. The NKP 

received 1,000 of the double sheathed cars in 1917 (and the LE&W another 257) which immediately bumped 

the 17000s to general freight roles.  

 
1928 diagram page showing the 17000s as rebuilt as plain boxcars.    NKPHTS collection 
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By the end of World War One and the end of USRA control of the railroad, plans were in place to upgrade all of 

the NKP’s remaining older boxcars to modern standards, with the addition of steel roofs, underframes, and (in 

some cases) steel ends. Starting in 1924, it was determined that the 17000s were redundant as automobile 

carriers, so their upgrade program included the addition of steel roofs and underframes, and the elimination of 

the 3’ wide left hand door. The program moved quickly, and by 1926 there were only 37 as-built 17000s left on 

the roster. By 1928 all of the cars had received “repair steel” underframes, and only 16 cars were retained as 

supplemental automobile carriers. By 1930, even these few cars had been downgraded to plain boxcars (but did 

keep their double doors). 

 
NKP 17165 hides in a string of parked NKP boxcars in Cleveland in August 1928. As rebuilt plain  

boxcars the 17000s looked just like any one of the other similar 8,000 or so boxcars on the NKP roster. 

Cleveland State University collection, image number CUT 3846 

 

The Great Depression spelled the end for these older boxcars. Between the severe downturn of traffic, the need 

to reduce taxable property to save money, and the large number of larger cars already on the roster, the small 

number of 17000s fell sharply. Down to 181 cars just before the Depression, by the end of 1930 their numbers 

were down to 131 cars, and down to only 19 by 1935. By 1939, the last car was finally retired from the NKP, 

along with all of the 25000s. 

 

 

MODELING THE 17000s 

 

Although these cars are little more than interesting side notes in the NKP’s freight car roster, it’s cars like these 

that add interest to a model fleet, especially if you’re modeling the pre-WWII period. Much like the NKP’s 

ventilated boxcars or ice service boxes (also all converted from 25000-series cars), these cars are close enough 

to the road’s common car design that they blend in easily, yet have enough unique features to make them break 

up the monotony.  Since they were downgraded to general freight service beginning in 1917 you don’t need to 

have a car factory or auto dealership on your layout in order to justify having one or two of these cars! 

 

Back in Volume 19 of the Modeler’s Notebook, I described how to model one of the 25000-series boxcars, 

rebuilt with a steel roof. Since the 17000-series cars are essentially identical to those cars, most of the process of 

modeling them is the same. We’ll start off this kitbash with a Roundhouse short reefer kit, scrape off anything 

we won’t need, and add new details that we will need. 
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I decided to model one of the 17000s as upgraded with a new steel roof and underframe, but retaining its 

original 9 foot wide doors. That way the car would fit nicely into my circa 1929 car fleet but would look like an 

actual auto boxcar and not just another plain old short boxcar; most people aren’t used to seeing short double 

door boxcars, so it would be an attention getter! This conversion is very similar to my previous car, with the 

exception of the underframe. 

 

PARTS LIST 

 

 

MODIFYING THE CAR BODY 

 

I started the project by modifying the body of the car. I started off by removing unwanted details, including the 

side door hardware, the B end brake detail, and the roof running board supports. If you attempt this conversion, 

now is the time to decide if you want to keep the cast on grabs or replace them with free-standing wire ones. 

Personally, I leave cast on grabs in place if they’re cast well and are in the correct places. On this model they 

are, so I left them. If you prefer free standing grabs, carve them off now, scribe new board lines with a dental 

pick, and drill holes for the new wire grabs. 

 

With the detail removal done, I assembled the carbody “core”. Very few of the 17000s were rebuilt with steel 

ends, so I retained the kit’s wood ends, gluing them to the body with MEK. I also added the kit’s wood roof, 

which will become the supporting core for the new Hutchins roof which we’ll add later. 

 

Roundhouse 36-foot reefer kit Tichy #1102, .015" wire 

Kadee #153, semi-scale couplers Tichy #1106, .0125" wire 

Tahoe #TMW-103/203, archbar trucks Tichy #3005, KC brake set 

Resin Car Works #NKP006, NKP wood boxcar decals Tichy #3021, 18" straight grabirons 

Evergreen #100, .01" x .02" strip Tichy #3028, roof corner grabirons 

Evergreen #122, .02" x .04" strip Tichy #3039, straight stirrups 

Evergreen #143, .04" x .06" strip Tichy #3070, wood door hardware set 

Evergreen #281, .06" H-column Tichy #3074, 10" queenposts 

Evergreen #287, .25" H-column Tichy #3081, running board supports 

Evergreen #2037, .020" thick freight car siding Tichy #8021, turnbuckles 

Evergreen #9010, .010" thick plain sheet Tichy #8080, 4.5" nut & 7" washer 

Detail Associates #2206, Eyebolts   Plastruct #MR-10, .010" styrene rod 
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With the basic body work done, I moved on to the scratchbuilt doors, which are surprisingly easy to make.  

 

 
 

The doors themselves are pieces of .020” thick Evergreen car siding, cut to 9’6” wide and 7’6” tall. I marked 

the dividing line between the two doors with a Sharpie, and then expanded that groove with a dental pick so you 

can see that there are two doors there, and not just one really wide one. At this time, I also marked the center of 

the car and the center of the 6 foot wide door, to act as a gluing guide. 

 

With the doors cut, I cut an 18 foot long piece of 2x4 and added a gluing guide line 9 feet from the RIGHT side 

of the part. Lining up that new guide line with the line at the center of the car, I added the strip to the top edge 

of the car just below the cast on top fascia board, and then glued the doors into place.  

 

To represent the thin metal door “rub plates” I cut pieces of 1x2 strip to 3’3” long and 6’3” long, and added 

them next to the doors, using the photos I had as a rough guide. Using parts from the Tichy wood door hardware 

set, I added details as shown (five lower door supports, four door hangers/rollers, four door stops, and two T-

shaped straps to represent the door latching hardware). Finally, I used two 18” long pieces of .010” round rod to 

represent the door handles. 

 

Next, I added “phase one” details to the A and B ends of the car. This included two NBW castings along the 

lower edge, coupler cut levers and eyebolts, and on the B end, the air release valve. Although shown in the 

photo above, I left the brake staff and platform off of the model for now so I wouldn’t accidentally break it off 

while building the rest of the car.  
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SCRATCHBUILD A HUTCHINS ROOF 

 

With the body of the car done I could work on the scratchbuilt roof, which is simply a piece of .010” plain 

styrene with a few 2x4 ribs added to it. 

   
The first step in making the roof is to measure the existing model’s roof, and transferring the measurements 

onto the plastic sheet. My kit’s roof measured an actual 5.095”x1.35”. Using a fine Sharpie I marked the outside 

edge and centerline of the roof, and then added guide lines for the ribs, which are a scale three feet apart (the 

ribs weren’t all exactly 3 feet apart; I measured first and added about an extra three scale inches to each end). 

Next, I cut eleven ribs out of scale 2x4 stock, all slightly longer than the roof width. This gave me handy 

handles to grab when gluing the strips. 

 

   
Adding the ribs is simply a matter of grabbing one of the 2x4s, adding  small amount of MEK onto a guide line, 

and laying the rib onto the roof. Do them all, and then fix the ribs to the roof with a little more MEK along each 

seam. I don’t bother with a square when applying parts like this, since I’ve been doing this for a while and can 

eyeball a part to about one degree. If you’re not comfortable enough with freehand applying the ribs, lay a metal 

T-square along each guide line before adding the rib. 
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Once the MEK dries, trim the excess rib material off the sides with a pair of high quality flush cutters (NOT the 

cheap Chinese made ones found at swap meets! Those are garbage and don’t cut well at all. Invest in the good 

ones made by the Swiss). Next, lightly cut down the center line of the roof, being careful to not cut all the way 

through. Gently fold the roof, being sure to not break it into two pieces (it’s no problem if it does break in half; 

it’s just easier to deal with as one simple piece). 

 

Add the roof on top of the kit’s roof. I generally drench the area with MEK and add the large sheet onto it, but 

rubber cement or superglue will also work. 

   
 

Next, add roofwalk supports. Tichy makes a really nice part for these, or you can do what I did and add pieces 

of 1x3 stock onto the ribs near the peak. 

   
 

Add the running board to the supports. I reused the kit’s part, sanded slightly to thin the part down. 

Alternatively, you can make your own out of three 2x6 strips. Add the end roofwalk supports (also from the kit) 

and finally, add two small pieces of 1x2 to each end as the end running board supports. 
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SCRATCHBUILD A REPAIR STEEL UNDERFRAME 

 

This is the only tricky and involved part of the kitbash. It’s not all that difficult, but does need to be done in the 

specific steps as outlined. 

 
 

When built these cars had wood underframes. To extend the life of the cars the NKP jacked up the body, 

removed the wood center sill and needle beams, and lowered the body onto a new fabricated steel underframe. 

Since this is a “fleet builder” quality model I dispensed with all of the fine details in favor of ruggedness and a 

prototypical overall look.  So this new underframe is a simplified representation of the real thing, rather than a 

fine scale model of it. 

 
This is the plan for the actual replacement underframe if you DO want to make a fine scale model of one. 

 
And this is a photo of one of the underframes, under preserved NKP 83074 in Ft. Wayne. 
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I made the steel center sill out of a single piece of .250” Evergreen I-beam glued directly to the kit’s floor. I 

then marked the center of the floor and measured a scale 3’3” from either side of the centerline to give myself 

gluing guide lines for the needle beams. The beams were 9” tall C- or I-beams; nobody makes 9” I-beam with a 

thin cross section, so I used .060” I-beam. To get those parts to sit low enough on the underframe I glued them 

to scale 4x4 stock before adding them to the underframe. 

 

 
 

Once the beams were in place I added the brake detail, using Tichy and Roundhouse parts and .015” wire 

(which is too thick. I should have used .011” or .012” wire, but .015” is sturdier). Alternatively, use the parts 

from Accurail detail set #130 or #131. 

 

With the brakes in place I added to the queenposts. The cars has six trussrods, which was very common for a 

car of this era, but is a detail almost never modeled (rule of thumb: four trussrods = 30 ton capacity car, six 

trussrods = 40 ton capacity). The 10” Tichy posts were added above each floor stringer, and then drenched with 

MEK to ensure a very good glue bond. I set aside the underframe to dry FULLY for a whole day, before 

moving on to the trussrods. 

 

To add the trussrods, I first drilled 12 holes in the underframe, about where the inside edge of each truck’s 

wheels are. I then cut a three foot long piece of six pound fishing line (one 1,000 foot long spool will last a 

lifetime, so don’t worry about “wasting” any!) and tied a knot into one end. Add the line into one end hole, and 

start threading. Be sure to add a turnbuckle to each of the six rods! Thread all six rods as a single piece on the 

car, stretch the line somewhat tight but OFF of the queen posts, clamp the one end, and superglue the line at 

each of the floor holes. After the CA has fully set (I wait about an hour) stretch the line onto the queenposts, 

center the turnbuckles, and superglue everything into place. 

 

 
 

http://www.accurail.com/accurail/Direct/130.jpg
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/Direct/131.jpg
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BRAKE STAFF AND PLATFORM 

 

With the body, roof and underframe all done, we’re nearly done; it’s time to add the last parts to the body, 

which are the brake staff and platform. I normally leave these for last since they’re somewhat fragile and can 

break off when working on a model. 

 

 
 

PAINT AND FINAL DETAILS 

 

Painting the car is fairly simple. Based on what I’ve seen from poking around underneath all of the surviving 

examples of NKP wooden freight cars, they didn’t paint the underframes at all. So a mix of grimy or weathered 

black and rail brown works well for the underside of this car. The late 1920s standard for Nickel Plate boxcars 

was “brown wood, black steel”, so the wooden body gets painted a shade of fairly rich brown. This color 

doesn’t seem to be available commercially, so I use a custom mix which really doesn’t have a “formula”: based 

on how old I intend a wood boxcar to look, I’ll start off with plain old boxcar “red” (brown), and add either 

light gray to it to represent an older car, or a little roof brown to represent a car with newer paint. I just mix right 

in the paint cup of my airbrush and zap the car with paint. Since no two cars should look exactly the same while 

in service due to weathering, this approach keeps all of my NKP rolling stock in the same range of color, but 

gives each one its own little bit of personality. Once the body paint was dry I brush painted the roof with a 

50/50 mix of pure black and grimy black (which is a dark gray with a slight brown cast to it). 

 

The brake staff is a piece of .015” brass wire (again, 

oversized but stronger than more appropriate .012” 

wire), and the other parts all come with the Tichy K 

brake detail set. Before gluing anything to the car, drill a 

hole in the brake wheel and bottom staff support for the 

wire, and ream out the upper staff support. Glue the 

brake wheel to the staff and add but DON’T glue the 

upper support. 

Add the brake platform to the car first, and then add the 

brake staff. Glue the bottom support to the car, and then 

the upper support where shown. Once everything’s dry 

superglue the staff to the lower support, with the brake 

wheel about a scale 9”-12” above the running board. 

If desired, add the relief valve air line now, using a piece 

of .008” wire running alongside the ladder rungs and 

behind the coupler cut lever. 
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Decals are easy. A few years ago a couple of us pre-WWII NKP modelers got together and created our own. 

They’re now available commercially from Resin Car Works, as item NKP006. These decals are for the 

25000s, but the dimensional data is good for the 17000s, and there are enough ones and sevens in the number 

jumble to cover these cars. I did have to scrounge for the “Automobile” lettering, which I “think” came from an 

old Herald King decal set (long out of production; there are many sources for this lettering if you look around!). 

 

 
 

After paint and decals I added trucks and couplers. I use Kadee #58 semi-scale couplers, but use whatever 

you’ve standardized on for your fleet (although any scale-sized head will look MUCH better on these smaller 

cars than the old, large head #5s). Roundhouse or Tahoe archbar trucks work well under these cars (according to 

NKP records only ONE car ever received T-section, cast steel trucks); I used Roundhouse trucks since they 

came with the kit. I sprayed the trucks rail brown (the NKP also didn’t seem to paint their trucks), and replaced 

the plastic wheels with Life Like (now Walthers) ribbed back metal wheelsets. Real freight car wheels aren’t 

shiny except on their treads, so I brush painted the front and back surfaces with grimy black (plain journal 

wheels don’t look rusty, since they’re covered in a layer of dirty journal oil). 

 

With everything assembled and weathered to taste, it’s time to add a new Nickel Plate boxcar to your 

operational fleet! 

 

http://resincarworks.com/index.htm
http://resincarworks.com/decals_parts.htm
http://www.sunshinekits.com/tahoe.html
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To celebrate the return of NKP Berkshire #757 to Bellevue and home rails, NKPHTS President David 
Vaughn replicated the move on his O scale home layout.  Dave did the move with a little more style than 
the Norfolk Southern however, waiting for summer and using heritage unit #8100! 
 



Nickel Plate Road Modeler’s Notebook           Volume 32, April 2019                                      Page 31 
 

 

 
 
Al Brown, of Melbourne FL, recently scratchbuilt this model of the Wheeling & Lake Erie’s unique 27000-
series boxcars. Per Al, the idea was to replicate the photo of W&LE 27439 in John Corns "Wheeling & Lake 
Erie Railway", vol. 1, page 58. Using photos and the (very crude) W&LE diagram for the cars, Al 
scratchbuilt the car out of Evergreen strip, using Archer rivet decals for surface details. The underframe 
is from Tichy, and the unique vertical ribbed Vulcan ends are a part found on Shapeways.  
 
Body paint is Scalecoat II Box Car Red; reporting marks and dimensional data were mixed-and-matched 
from the three Tichy W&LE sets, and the weights come from a Tichy D&RGW boxcar set. Speedwitch 
chalk mark decals were added as well. The fading of the paint, and the layering of the stenciling and chalk 
marks which is noticeable in the prototype photo, were modelled by applying alternate layers of decals 
and weathering, using Bragdon and A.I.M. weathering powders. 

 

https://www.shapeways.com/product/HNRY3VCEU/vulcan-ends?optionId=93607443
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Progress is being made on Chris Ellis’ version of the W&LE, and Pine Valley yard is nearly operational.  
 

 
Eric Payne’s NKP passenger train speeds through central Ohio during a recent “Festival of Trains” event. 
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Roll ‘em Right! 

Upgrade Your Rolling Stock from Plastic Wheels to Metal  
By Joe Bliss 

 
At its heart, model railroading is all about one thing: getting things moving. And that means that we sometimes have to 
fine tune our equipment to get it to perform at its peak, or at least to not constantly frustrate the snot out of us. There 
are lots of different things that can be worked on to improve performance, but one of the most neglected items on our 
models are the wheels under our rolling stock. And they’re one of the MOST important things that we can focus on to 
make cars roll smoothly. 
 
Since the 1950s, most model freight cars have come with cheap plastic wheels and axles. Traditionally, if a model did 
come with metal wheels they were considered “fancy”, and oftentimes not worth the money. But plastic wheels don’t 
roll very well, aren’t usually round, usually can’t be re-gauged, and wort of all, create a static electricity charge that 
attracts gunk that eventually flakes off and gets deposited onto the rails. Instead of fancy, they’re a necessity! Thankfully 
most rolling stock comes with metal wheels these days, but what about all of the cars already on our layouts that need 
to be upgraded? 

 
Ditch the all-plastic wheels, even if they come with metal axles! Better to have metal wheels with plastic axles. 

 
There are several manufacturers of metal wheelsets out there. Intermountain and Reboxx make the best ones, but 
others can provide good service, IF they’re used right. Most modelers think that all freight car trucks come with the 
same axle length, or with the same bearings inside of their trucks, or that it doesn’t matter if a replacement wheelset is 
a little too loose or too tight. Not true! You have to match the trucks to the wheelsets with the correct axle length, or 
you’ll have as many problems as with plastic wheels (just different ones). 
 
If there's too much "slop" or lateral side play in the axles, they tend to "skew" in the truck journals, and will cause you 
more derailments than if you had left the plastic wheels in! The plastic, or delrin wheels also build up an electro static 
discharge, which builds up dirt faster than metal wheels. That layer of gunk will eventually become even with the depth 
of the flange if not cleaned periodically, and worse yet, tends to slide or fall off and gunk up the rail heads. But, when 
you replace plastic wheels with axles having metal wheels, make sure that they fit the truck journals correctly and roll 
freely, but have "minimal" side play! Otherwise, it's better to replace the complete truck and spend a little extra cash to 
get a "trouble free" operational piece of equipment. 

 
Wheel gunk! No darned good 

Athearn, Accurail, Bowser, Stewart, MDC, etc., all have different diameter axles & lengths. It’s something that ought to 
have been standardized by the NMRA decades ago, but never was. So when retrofitting different makes of freight car 
trucks with new wheelsets don't just buy wheels and axles in bulk, all of the same size, to save a little money. Instead, 
figure out how many of each manufacturer’s trucks you have and only buy exactly the kinds of wheelsets you need. 
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Lots of different companies make useful metal wheelsets. Be sure to use the ones  

that fit each truck sideframe the best for peak performance. 

 
Since my fleet is so large it’s taken me a while to upgrade everything to metal wheelsets. When it’s time to upgrade one 
of my cars I’ve come up with a handy “cheat sheet” itemizing the dimensions of some of the most common trucks in use. 
Here's my findings, which are real world measurements with my digital calipers. 
 

 Athearn plastic wheels & axles: 1.015" (25.78mm) long, .093" (2.36mm) diameter, blunt ends. 

 Life Like/Proto 2000 metal wheels & plastic axles: 1.013" (25.78mm) long, .093" (2.36mm) diameter at the ends, 
semi blunt ends. (I like Proto wheelsets as replacement for Athearn "Blue Box" kits) 

 Bowser metal wheels & axles (one side insulated): 1.028" (25.78mm) long, .079" (2.01 mm) diameter, needle 
point axle ends.  (These are drop-in, direct replacements for all Bowser & Stewart freight car trucks with plastic 
wheels & brass axles) 

 Inter-Mountain metal wheels & axles (one side insulated): 1.003" (25.48mm) long, .060" (1.54mm) diameter at 
end, needle point ends. (these are my preferred replacements for Accurail and Stewart trucks, as well as Mantua 
steam locomotive tender trucks). 

 
There are several other brands of metal wheels offered, but always measure the length & diameter of the axles you’re 
replacing!  
 
A couple of other tips: 

 When putting trucks on a car, don't run the truck screws in too tight! I've seen some modelers tighten them 
down way too far and "mushroom" the shape of the plastic shoulder on the car bolsters. Just run them down 
"snug" to make sure it stays in. They need to rotate freely! 

 If you think that a screw might back out or fall out because it’s not gripping the plastic well, put a tiny drop of 
Loctite on the screw threads. 

 Finally, check the flange width of any wheelset with your NMRA wheel gauge, even if the wheels are new. A lot 
of the new stuff made in China isn't always in gauge coming from the manufacturers, even locomotive wheels!  

 Stay away from Kadee metal wheelsets! They’re made out of sintered metal instead of being turned parts, 
meaning that they don’t roll as well as most other metal wheels, and attract more dirt. 

 
Kadee wheelsets might look good, but they’re really rough-surfaced pains  

that will attract gunk even faster than plastic wheels! 

 
Take this advice from a 50 year-plus veteran in HO Scale! I hope this helps any of you novice modelers solve any 
derailment problems with equipment you have. Remember: you do get what you pay for! 
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NKP 1152 trails train #65 through Oxford, IN, on its way to Rankin Yard and Points West. 
Ray Breyer photo and modeling. 

THE NKPHTS MODELER’S NOTEBOOK NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
 
Are you a Nickel Plate modeler? Or a modeler of the Wheeling & Lake Erie, the Lake Erie & Western, the Clover Leaf, or any of 
the predecessor roads that went into creating the Greater Nickel Plate? Do you have a digital camera? Would you like to share 
what you’re doing, or what you know, or your tips and techniques on modeling the NKP? Then have we got the forum for you! 
 
These new issues of the Modeler’s Notebook mark the rejuvenation of the online magazine, which can become the greatest 
resource available for modeling and showcasing the work of NKP modelers around the globe. Ultimately, the plan is to issue 
the virtual magazine quarterly, but that means that the editorial board of the NKPHTS needs YOUR help in adding to its pages! 
 
We’re looking for just about any and all submissions for the magazine. Full-length features, small one to three page “mini 
features” and stand-alone photos are all welcome and desired. So long as the subject matter is NKP-related, it’s fair game! You 
say that you aren’t a writer? No problem: the NKPHTS editorial staff is here to help. With good quality cameras coming 
standard in just about every smart phone these days, taking photos couldn’t be simpler! (so long as they’re relatively well-lit 
and in focus, that is) And we’d love to see your work in all scales and skill levels: S, TT, High-Rail and live steam are all as 
welcome as O, HO and N. 
 
So share your love of Nickel Plate modeling today! To talk to the editorial staff about a submission, or to submit an article, 
please contact the following: 
 

Ray Breyer (Editor, Nickel Plate Road Modeler’s Notebook) rtbsvrr69@yahoo.com 

Tony Koester (NKPHTS Modeling Director) nkpfan@pdt.net 

Art Lemke (NKPHTS Publications Director) publications@nkphts.org 

(NKPHTS Internet Services Director) webmaster@nkphts.org 
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