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1950 was a banner year for the Nickel Plate’s freight car fleet.  On the last month of 1949 the NKP 
finalized the lease of the Wheeling and Lake Erie RR, adding their 13,775 revenue cars to the 
NKP’s own 19,855 cars, combining the 30th and 37th largest freight car fleets in North America into 
the 24th largest fleet. Renumbering and repainting the Wheeling cars started almost immediately, 
but would take more than five years to complete (and a few cars squeaked through to the N&W 
merger). 
 
More importantly, the NKP’s postwar car rebuilding programs were winding down. The 1946-1947 
car rebuilding boom, especially in terms of the boxcar fleets, was just about finished. The last of 
the double sheathed boxcars dropped off the roster in early 1949, leaving only the 200 WWII War-
Emergency single sheathed boxcars as the only non-all-steel boxcars on the roster. There were a 
few hundred double sheathed cars sitting in Frankfort waiting to be rebuilt into all-steel cars, but 
they weren’t listed as in service revenue cars. In addition, there were still 20 ancient 38 foot single 
sheathed cars on the roster as roofless, doorless coke cars – ex-NKP 97000-97999, nee TStL&W 
7000-7999. The only other “wood” cars on the roster were the 70000-70499 series composite 
gondolas, and a dwindling number of 30750-31749 series composite twin hoppers, which were 
being rebuilt into all-steel cars as quickly as the road could. 
 
So 1950 was the first real year of the NKP’s “modern” freight car fleet: all steel cars, all fairly new, 
and all with up-to-date appliances. The cars below would all serve into the NKP’s merger with the 
N&W in 1964. 
 
 
 
BOXCARS (13,162 total): 
3525-2549, 42’3”, steel, double door, 22 cars 
3700-3727, 42’3”, steel, 22 cars 
4044-4149, 42’4”, steel, double door, 1 car 
4200-4249, 42’4”, steel, 4 cars 
4300-4399, 42’4”, steel, 3 cars 



 
5000-5249, 41’9”, steel, 248 cars 

 
5250-5499, 41’9”, steel, 248 cars 



 
6000-6999, 41’10”, steel, 999 cars 

 
7000-7299, 41’9”, steel, 298 cars 

 
7300-7499, 41’9”, steel, 199 cars 



 
8000-8199, 41’9”, single sheath, 198 cars 

 
13000-13499, 41’9”, steel, 489 cars 



 
15000-15499, 41’9”, steel, 494 cars 

 
15500-15999, 41’9”, steel, 490 cars 

 
16000-16499, 41’9”, steel, 497 cars 



 
16500-17699, 41’9”, steel, 1186 cars 

 
20000-20199, 41’11”, steel, 196 cars 



 
20200-20499, 41’9”, steel, 298 cars 

 
24000-24149, 42’4”, steel, double door, 149 cars 
24200-24249, 42’4”, steel, 46 cars 
25000-25099, 42’4”, steel, 97 cars 



 
These are the first of the W&LE boxcars to be repainted and renumbered into NKP paint. The car 
above has a reweigh date (and presumably the cars repainting date) of 5-50. 
 
26000-26374, 42’4”, steel, 313 cars 
27000-27914, 42’4”, steel, 910 cars 

 
28000-28059, 42’4”, steel, 60 cars 
22000-22349, 42’3”, steel, double door, 291 cars 
22350-22499, 42’3”, steel, double door, 143 cars 
23525-23549, 42’3”, steel, double door, 3 cars 
23700-23727, 42’3”, steel, 6 cars 
24500-24799, 42’4”, steel, double door, 198 cars 



 
24800-24901, 42’4”, steel, double door, 101 cars 

 
86000-86124, 51’10”, steel, double door, 125 cars 
86125-86184, 51’10”, steel, double door, 60 cars 

 
86185-86199, 51’10”, steel, double door, 15 cars 
87000-87024, 52’3”, steel, double door, 25 cars 



 
87025-87099, 52’3”, steel, double door, 28 cars 
87100-87199, 52’, steel, double door, 46 cars 

 
88000-88045, 52’3”, steel, double door, 46 cars 
88100-88153, 52’, steel, double door, 54 cars 
 
 
OPEN HOPPERS (2101 total): 
30750-31749, 35’8”, composite, 352 cars 



 
 
30750-31749, 35’8”, steel, 483 cars 

 
Same cars as above, but rebuilt into all-steel cars by replacing all wood with steel sheets. Note 
that the composite cars ONLY ever received the paint scheme as on car 31299, and that the all-
steel cars ONLY ever received the paint scheme as on car 30915. 
 
32000-32149, 35’8”, steel, 149 cars 
33000-33824, 34’, steel, 822 cars 
 End Style 1: 



 
 
 End Style 2: 

 
 
 End Style 3: 

 
 
99000-99449, 31’11”, steel, 295 cars 



 
USRA twin hoppers, originally from TStL&W. 
 
 
GONDOLAS (3348 total): 
65000-65074, 68’1”, steel, 75 cars 

 
66000-66049, 55’1”, steel, 30 cars 

 
67000-67399, 55’1”, steel, 400 cars 

 
69000-69001, 41’6”, steel, hopper bottom, 2 cars 



70000-70499, 50’11”, composite, 483 cars 

 
70500-70749, 50’10”, steel, 199 cars 
71000-71674, 50’10”, steel, 643 cars 
71675-72824, 50’10”, steel, 1145 cars 

 
72825-73074, 50’10”, steel, 249 cars 

 
75000-75049, 50’10”, steel, container, 39 cars 

 
75050-75081, 50’10”, steel, container, 26 cars 
76000-76019, 47’, steel, container, 20 cars 
76100-76119, 55’1”, steel, container, 7 cars 
76200-76249, 50’10”, steel, container, 10 cars 



76250-76281, 50’10”, steel, container, 7 cars 
77000-77019, 55’1”, steel, container, 13 cars 
 
 
FLAT CARS (252 total): 
2600-2649, 45’10”, steel, 50 cars 

 
2700-2724, 50’9”, steel, 25 cars 

 
2725-2774, 50’9”, steel, 50 cars 

 
2775-2849, 50’9”, steel, 75 cars 

 
2900-2901, 50’9”, steel, 2 cars 

 
3000-3049, 54’2”, steel, 50 cars 

 



 
 
STOCK CARS (532 total): 
41000-41014, 42’2”, single deck, 15 cars 
41100-41174, 42’2”, single deck, 70 cars 

 
41175-41199, 42’2”, single deck, 24 cars 
41200-41224, 42’2”, single deck, 23 cars 
41225-41273, 42’2”, single deck, 48 cars 
42150-42449, 37’9”, double deck, 197 cars 

 
43500-43619, 42’2”, double deck, 120 cars 
43620-43654, 42’2”, double deck, 35 cars 



 
 
 
COVERED HOPPERS (440 total): 
90000-90049, 46’2”, 50 cars 

 
91000-91049, 35’3”, 50 cars 
91050-91111, 35’3”, 62 cars 

 



99500-99509, 32’4”, 10 cars 

 
99605-99629, 31’11”, 25 cars 
99630-99639, 31’11”, 10 cars 
99700-99799, 35’3”, 100 cars 

 
99800-99807, 35’3”, 8 cars 
99808-99832, 35’3”, 25 cars 
99833-99932, 35’3”, 100 cars 



 
 
 
 
COKE CARS (20 total): 
100-119, 38’, composite, 19 cars 
4020-4043, 38’, composite, 1 car 
 
All of the above coke cars were rebuilt from the ex-NKP 97000-79999, nee-Clover Leaf 7000-7999 
series single sheathed boxcars. I haven’t been able to locate ANY photos of these 1000 boxcars 
in NKP service, so the photo below is a reference shot: 

 
There were a grand total of 64 of these cars built, never in use at the same time, between 1936 
and 1941. By 1954 these cars, originally built in 1914, had reached the end of their service lives 
and were scrapped. They were replaced by War-Emergency single sheathed boxcars and 
converted gondolas with steel bracing and chicken wire sides. 
 
 


